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Introduction 
 

Congratulations on your purchase of the Model 42515 IR Thermometer. The Model 42515 
IR thermometer measures and displays non-contact (infrared) temperature readings up to 
1472

o
F (800

o
C). The built-in laser pointer increases target accuracy while the backlit LCD 

and handy push-buttons combine for convenient, ergonomic operation. The Type K 
thermocouple input provides contact measurements up to 1370

o
C (2498

o
F)*. The 

adjustable emissivity feature allows the IR thermometer to measure the temperature of 
virtually any surface. Proper use and care of this meter will provide years of reliable 
service. 
 
* The supplied thermocouple is rated for 250

o
C (482

o
F). 

  
 

 
 
Safety 

• Use extreme caution when the laser pointer is on 

• Do not point the beam toward anyone's eye or allow 
the beam to strike the eye from a reflective surface 

• Do not use the laser near explosive gases or in other 
potentially explosive areas 
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Meter Description 
 

1. Laser pointer 

2. IR Sensor 

3. Measurement Trigger 

4. Battery and Switch compartment 

5. LCD Display 

6. Function Buttons 

7. Type-K thermocouple 

8. Temperature units (
o
C or 

o
F) switch 

9. Test lock ON / OFF switch 

10. Alarm ON / OFF switch 

Note that switches are located in the battery compartment behind the battery. 
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Operating Instructions 

IR (non-contact) Measurements 

1. Hold the meter by its handle and point it toward the surface to be measured. 

2. Pull and hold the trigger to turn the meter on and begin testing. The temperature 
reading, the flashing ‘SCAN’ icon, the emissivity, and the unit of measure will appear. 
Note: Replace the 9V battery if the display does not switch on. 

3. Release the Trigger and the reading will hold for approximately 7 seconds (HOLD will 
appear on the LCD) after which the meter will automatically shut off. The only 
exception to this is if the TEST LOCK switch is set to ON. 

Note: Select the temperature units (ºF/ºC) using the top switch inside the battery 
compartment 

 

 

Backlight/Laser Pointer 

1. While pulling the Trigger, push the backlight/laser button          once to turn on the 
backlight. 

2. Press it again to turn on the laser pointer. When the laser is ON the laser icon     will 
appear in the LCD. 

3. Press the laser button to turn the backlight off. 

4. Pressing it again turns the laser off. 

Note: Backlight and Laser settings will be retained after the meter powers down. 

 

 

Type-K (contact) Measurements 

1. Plug the Type-K thermocouple sensor into the jacks at the bottom of the instrument. 
The jack accepts a standard sub-miniature connector. Note that one plug spade is 
wider than the other and the plug can only be inserted into the meter in one direction. 

2. Pull the trigger to turn the instrument ON. 

3. In order to keep the instrument’s power on while testing, the user can a:) hold the 
trigger or b:) lock the instrument on by setting the center dip switch to the ON position 
(switches are located inside of the battery compartment). 

4. Repeatedly press the MODE button until the bottom display line of the LCD reads ‘T k’. 
The temperature shown to the right of the ‘T k’ symbol is the temperature that the 
Type-K thermocouple is sensing. 

5. Hold the thermocouple in air or touch the tip of the sensor to the device that is to be 
tested. The LCD’s bottom temperature display will provide the measurement value. 

6. The supplied thermocouple is rated for 250
o
C  (482

o
F). 
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The MODE button options 

The MODE button is used to access the programming functions of the instrument. The 
selected function is displayed on the bottom line of the LCD. Each parameter is listed 
below with a detailed account of its use. Press the MODE button to step from one 
parameter to the next. 

 

EMS (Emissivity Value) 

To change the emissivity value, use the UP and DOWN arrows (the range is 0.10 to 
1.00). The current emissivity setting is always shown at the top of the LCD display. A 
setting of 0.95 covers about 90% of all applications. Emissivity is discussed in a 
dedicated section of this manual. 

MAX (Maximum function) 

In the MAX mode, only the highest reading encountered in the current measurement 
session is displayed 

MIN (Minimum function) 

In the MIN mode, only the lowest reading is displayed 

DIF (Max minus Min value) 

In the DIF mode, the MAX less the MIN is displayed. 

AVG (Average value) 

In the AVG mode, all of the readings in the current measurement session are 
averaged and the value is displayed. 

HAL (High Alarm setting) 

The temperature that, when exceeded, causes the audible/visual alarm to trip. 

LAL (Low Alarm setting) 

The temperature that, when exceeded high to low, causes the audible/visual alarm to 
trip. 

T k (Type-K contact thermocouple sensor function) 

The temperature reading of the Type-K contact probe is shown next to the ‘T k’ icon display. 
If the sensor is not correctly inserted to the meter the display will show all dashes ‘-----‘.  

 

Automatic Emissivity Adjustment 

The 42515 has the ability to automatically calibrate the emissivity setting. However, in 
order to do so, the temperature of the measured surface must be above 100ºC (212ºF). 

Follow the steps below to use the automatic emissivity adjustment feature: 

1. Press the MODE button until the EMS (Emissivity) icon appears on the lower LCD line. 

2. Press and hold the Laser/Backlight button until the EMS icon begins to blink and the 
emissivity value is displayed as “___”. 

3. The IR temperature will be displayed on the middle line of the LCD and the Type-K 
temperature will be displayed on the lower LCD line. 

4. Touch the Type-K sensor to the surface and, at the same time, take an IR reading. 

5. When both the IR and the Type-K measurements stabilize, press the UP or DOWN 
arrow button. The new emissivity value will now be displayed. 

6. Proceed to take measurements. 
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Over-range Indicator 

If the temperature measurement exceeds the specified temperature range, the thermometer 
will display dashes in place of a temperature reading. 

 

 

 

High and Low Alarm Feature 

The Model 42515 has an alarm feature whereas a High Alarm setting and a Low Alarm 
setting can be programmed by the user. When either Alarm point is reached the meter will 
alert the user via an audible beep and LCD display icon. Follow the steps below: 

1. Press the MODE button until the HAL (High Alarm) parameter is displayed. Use the 
UP and DOWN arrow keys to set the desired High Alarm setting. 

2. Press the MODE button until the LAL (Low Alarm) parameter is displayed. Use the 
UP and DOWN arrow keys to set the desired Low Alarm setting. 

3. When an alarm limit is reached, the audible alarm will sound and the display icon 
HIGH or LOW will appear in the lower right hand corner of the LCD. 

4. Note that if the bottom dip switch (located in the battery compartment) is set to OFF, 
the audible alarm will be disabled. 

 

 

Battery Replacement 

 
 
 
When the low battery symbol   appears on the lower left side of the 
display, replace the meter’s battery (9V). The battery compartment is 
located behind the light green panel that surrounds the meter’s trigger 
(see diagram). Open the compartment by pulling the light green panel 
down from the trigger area. Replace the 9V battery and close the battery 
compartment cover. 

 
 
 

 

You, as the end user, are legally bound (Battery ordinance) to return all used 
batteries and accumulators; disposal in the household garbage is prohibited! 

You can hand over your used batteries / accumulators at collection points in your 
community or wherever batteries / accumulators are sold! 

Disposal: Follow the valid legal stipulations in respect of the disposal of the 
device at the end of its lifecycle 

 

 


